A STUDY OF INTERNATIONAL POLITICS    n
in political looms. But the pattern is being rapidly overlaid by fresh designs, and no time should be lost if the spectator would contemplate it approximately as it first came from the hands of its famous artisans. Before illustrating by typical instances, and with some detail, the working of the occult forces that, relentlessly destroying the society in which we were born, are now making over the world anew, it will be useful to cast a rapid glance at the last few years of the political history of certain of the Powers. It is important to note the present political and social aspects of the picture on which the new economic influences are now wreaking their indelible and curious work.
VI
The United States may properly, perhaps, be dealt with before any of the European Powers, as being apparently a more isolated case ; though this isolation, as the merest scrutiny shows, is only a " mirage of the map/' and the next few years, following upon the opening of the Panama Canal, will reveal the immense increase, during less than the last quarter of a century, of the number of purely North American factors in the total data now determining, not only the policy of the conscious nations, but the well-being, or the adversity, of the inhabitants of the earth as a whole. Rear-Admiral Mahan, who, with Mr. Chamberlain, has been one of the seminal minds of the last generation, relates in his brilliantly suggestive essay, " The Interest of America in International Conditions/' that not so very long ago a shrewd old Member of Congress advised a newly-elected colleague " to avoid service on a fancy Committee like that of Foreign Affairs if he wished to retain his hold upon his constituents, because they cared nothing about international questions/' It is no longer witty even for the average voter in America to express such an opinion as this. Every American citizen is vaguely aware that the expansion of world trade has